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Now, many illegal immigrants in this
country are using these matricula con-
sular cards to access American finan-
cial markets. And some American fi-
nancial institutions are offering illegal
immigrants credit cards and access to
our financial services and financial
markets based on the issuance of these
cards. Only reason you need one, you're
in the country illegally.

I've even had an industry representa-
tive tell me that they think they
should be able to ‘‘bank illegal immi-
grants.”

Madam Speaker, that’s why I've in-
troduced H.R. 1314, the Photo ID Secu-
rity Act, to close this loophole that al-
lows illegal immigrants access to these
services.

I encourage all to join me in sponsor-
ship of this bill.

——
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THE FIFTH DISTRICT OF CON-
NECTICUT SUPPORTS THE SCHIP
PROGRAM

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, why is it that we have so
many Republicans here in the House, a
veto-proof majority in the Senate, a
poll that came out showing that Re-
publicans across this country support
expansion of the SCHIP bill by a 2 to 1
margin. Why is that? Because the ex-
pansion of the SCHIP bill is not just
morally responsible. It is fiscally re-
sponsible. We have to stop pretending
that these kids that don’t have health
care insurance don’t have health care.
They do. But they get it in the least
humane and most expensive way. We
have a system of universal health care
in this country. It just doesn’t get care
to these kids until they are so sick and
so crippled by their illness that they
show up at an emergency room and get
the worst care and most expensive care
that you can get in this system

I come from a morally responsible
district, but I also come from a fiscally
responsible district, Madam Speaker,
and that is why they support expansion
of the SCHIP program.

——————

HEALTH CARE CHOICE FOR
FAMILIES

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, 1
am pleased that a report by AARP ac-
knowledged consumer-directed health
plans often provide more freedom of
choice, lower premiums while giving
consumers more control over their
health care. This year I introduced
H.R. 2639 to expand and improve cov-
erage under these patient-centered
plans. Public and private sector leaders
must do more to empower patients
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with convenient, reliable information
on cost and quality so consumers can
purchase better care at a lower cost.

Recent reports contend that health
care plans haven’t done enough in this
area. These criticisms underscore the
need to quickly build on gains we have
made in health care transparency. Sec-
retary Leavitt has laid important
ground work in this area.

H.R. 2639, coupled with better infor-
mation for patients, will improve ac-
cess, lower costs and improve quality
of health care. I urge my colleagues to
cosponsor this bill.

—————

RHETORIC VERSUS REALITY ON
THE BIPARTISAN CHILDREN’S
HEALTH BILL

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, House Re-
publicans have now had 2 weeks to sift
through the rhetoric and reality of the
bipartisan children’s health insurance
bill that the President vetoed. When
the President vetoed the bill, he said it
was a step toward government-run
health care. Surely, he can’t believe
that. If he understood the program, he
would know that it is a Federal-State
partnership to ensure that children
have access to private health insur-
ance.

The President also says that the bill
attempts to expand the SCHIP program
to upper middle class children who are
not currently eligible. Again that is
false. It does not expand the program.
There are now about 12 million chil-
dren who are eligible for SCHIP. Today
we are reaching 6 million of those kids.
Our legislation would allow us to reach
an additional 4 million children who
are already eligible for the program.

The President also says that our bill
is too expensive. But he ignores the
fact that it is fully paid for. And he is
asking for $190 billion more to fund the
occupation of Iraq. Even if the Presi-
dent does not make children his pri-
ority, let us do so by overriding his
veto on Thursday. Republicans have
had 2 weeks to realize that the Presi-
dent’s reasons for vetoing this bill sim-
ply do not add up. So they should join
us in overriding the veto.

——
LIEUTENANT MICHAEL MURPHY
WILL POSTHUMOUSLY BE

AWARDED THE CONGRESSIONAL
MEDAL OF HONOR

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, on Oc-
tober 22, the President will post-
humously award our Nation’s top mili-
tary honor to the first Navy SEAL
since the Vietnam War.

In June of 2005, Lieutenant Michael
Murphy of Patchogue, New York, led a
team of four SEALSs on an intelligence-
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gathering mission in the mountains of
Afghanistan when Taliban supporters
revealed the team’s position. A heavy
firefight ensued, and the team, cut off
from all reinforcements and out-
numbered 50 to 1, fought valiantly to
preserve each other’s lives. Faced with
certain death, Lieutenant Murphy de-
liberately exposed himself to enemy
fire in order to gain a clear signal
which would communicate with rescue
forces. He risked his own life to save
the lives of his men.

Madam Speaker, as the proud rep-
resentative of both Naval Amphibious
Base Little Creek and Dam Neck Fleet
Combat Training Center, my heart
goes out to the family of the first Navy
SEAL to earn the Congressional Medal
of Honor in the global war on terror.

Lieutenant Murphy was a true Amer-
ican hero and will live on as an inspira-
tion for all who serve within the ranks
of the most elite special operations
forces in the world.

———

REMARKS ON THE SCHIP VETO
OVERRIDE

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong support of the
SCHIP program and urge all of my col-
leagues to vote to override the Presi-
dent’s veto of this bill.

While the number of uninsured adults
has steadily climbed over the past 10
years, the number of uninsured chil-
dren in our Nation has declined by
nearly a third. This is a direct result of
the SCHIP program which began in 1997
with the goal, and indeed the national
commitment, of providing health in-
surance for children whose parents can-
not afford private health coverage. I
was proud to be a part of a Congress
that was able to craft a responsible and
critical reauthorization of the SCHIP
program, one that would ensure that
all eligible children can participate.

However, while Democrats and Re-
publicans here in Congress were able to
put politics aside for the sake of this
critical program, the President chose
not to do so. His veto means that thou-
sands of children in Rhode Island and
millions more across the country will
be denied access to health insurance.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote to
override the President’s veto and show
our support for a program that has
been tremendously successful in sup-
porting working families, strength-
ening our health care system, and
keeping our children healthy.

——————

OVERREACTING TO AN OVER-
EXAGGERATED THREAT OF TER-
RORISM

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, we
all want to do what we should to fight
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